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Meeting vulnerability with persistence, Lucerne-based musician Remo Helfenstein presents 
Spite, his first solo album on Präsens Editionen. Whereas his 2020 debut EP, Comforting 
Katharina, traced raw, devotional impulses, Spite expands the terrain—balancing 
psychedelic drift with sudden moments of clarity, wounded grandeur with flashes of pop 
transcendence. 
 
The record thrives on contradiction: oscillating between the no wave austerity of Suicide and 
the meditative (and dadaist) expanses of Bitchin Bajas and Bonnie “Prince” Billy’s 
collaborative work, while opening into passages of gospel-infused spaciousness. At times 
intimate and porous, at times expansive and ecstatic, Helfenstein shapes a sound world that 
fuses analog and digital processes—both deeply personal and insistently collective. This 
duality comes to life most strikingly in recordings with fellow musicians Klara Germanier 
(background vocals and guitar), Raphael Loher (keys), Manuel Troller (guitar), and Olivier 
Vogel (bass), featured in various constellations across all seven tracks. 
 
Spite is not devotional music, but devotion itself: unyielding, uncompromising, vital. It insists 
on its own necessity—created because it had to be. The album is available on vinyl, for 
streaming, and as a digital release via Präsens Editionen. 
 
— 
 
Living and working in Lucerne, Remo Helfenstein has been involved in a range of band 
projects, most prominently as the leader of the new wave outfit Les Yeux Sans Visage. Since 
the late 2010s, he has also explored solo work, culminating in his debut EP, Comforting 
Katharina, in 2020. Recent invitations to perform at Kraut Festival and in Mahtola Wittmer’s 
exhibition at Kunstmuseum Luzern paved the way for his first solo album, Spite. 
 
Founded in 2011 in the process of launching the magazine zweikommasieben, 
Switzerland-based publishing house and label Präsens Editionen has released music on 
vinyl, cassette, CD, and in digital formats, as well as magazines, books, and other printed 
matter. Its catalog features Swiss artists including Martina Lussi, Samuel Savenberg, Belia 
Winnewisser, Samuel Reinhard, and Sopraterra (Magda Drozd and Nicola Genovese), 
alongside international peers such as Anna Homler, Red On, NY Graffiti, and Andrea Taeggi. 
 
 


